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STAFF 

Team Rector –Vacancy  

The Revd. John Thompson-Vear 

Team Vicar 

23 Azerley Grove 

Harrogate 

HG3 2SY 

Tel: 01423 709432 

Email: frjohn@btinternet.com  

The Revd. Tim Burrell 

Assistant Priest 

8 St Hilda’s Road 

Harrogate 

HG2 8JY 

Tel: 01423  883832 

Email: tim.burrell@virgin.net 

Parish Office 

Mrs. Linda Harrison, 

Administrator 

Monday to Friday 09:30 to 12:30 

Tel: 01423 504629 

Email: office@stwilfrids-

harrogate.co.uk  

 

Baptisms by appointment with the Parish Office 

Confessions by appointment with the clergy 

 

SERVICES AT ST WILFRID’S PARISH CHURCH 

Sunday 

6.00pm (Saturday) Vigil Mass 

8.00am Holy Communion 

10.00am Sung Parish Mass 

6.00pm Evensong 

Sunday School meets during the 

10am Parish Mass (see back 

cover for contact) 

Holy Communion is celebrated 

daily: 

Monday 7.30am 

Tuesday 7.30am 

Wednesday 11.00am 

 

Thursday 7.30am 

Friday 7.30am 

Saturday 8.30am 

Evensong (said): Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 5.00pm 

 

Parish Website: www.stwilfrids-harrogate.co.uk 

mailto:frjohn@btinternet.com
mailto:tim.burrell@virgin.net
mailto:office@stwilfrids-harrogate.co.uk
mailto:office@stwilfrids-harrogate.co.uk
http://www.stwilfrids-harrogate.co.uk/


If there is anything in connection with St Wilfrid’s that you would 

like to see incorporated or updated on our website, please contact the 

Parish Office. 

 



ASCENSIONTIDE 2010 

On Sunday 21
st
 March we were able make the announcement in church that we had 

chosen Fr Gary Waddington to be our new Team Rector. Thanks are due to my fellow 

Parish Representative Richard Mantle for all his work in the appointment process, and 

to Fr John who sat on the Bishop‟s panel at the interviews, as well as to those who 

provided hosting services when the three short-listed candidates came for interview on 

5
th

 March.  

After the challenges of the interregnum, which included the large-scale enterprise of 

producing the Parish Profile, where other thanks are also due, especially to our PCC 

Secretary Jacqueline, we are looking forward to Fr Gary‟s arrival with a sense of 

eager anticipation. The Service of Institution and Induction will be in church on 

Sunday 18
th

 July at 6.30pm and we hope as many as possible will be able to attend. 

Coincidentally this will be exactly one year since Fr Mark‟s final service at St 

Wilfrid‟s. 

Some of you were able to meet Fr Gary when he paid us a brief visit as a member of 

the congregation on 18
th

 April but for the benefit of those who were not there, here is 

a copy of the „potted autobiography‟, which Fr Gary sent to us for distribution at the 

time of the announcement of his appointment. 

Tim Rhodes 

Churchwarden 

FROM THE TEAM RECTOR-DESIGNATE 

You will have heard the announcement this morning that I have been asked to come 

and be the new Team Rector of the parish. This is a 

huge joy and is very exciting, as well as a great 

responsibility. I‟m thrilled to take up this appointment 

and am very much looking forward to being with you 

before too long. 

No doubt you‟ll be wondering what I‟m going to be 

like… or even what life will be like after I‟ve arrived. 

For all of us, there is, quite naturally, a bit of anxiety. 

I might also be wondering what you are all going to 

be like! So I hope that the „potted biography‟ that 

follows might be of some small use. I am sure that, of 

course, we will all get to know each other much better in the months and years that lie 

ahead. 

I grew up just over 20 miles away from St Wilfrid‟s, in Skipton, where my Mother 

and siblings still live. I didn‟t really go to church much until I was asked to join the 

choir at Holy Trinity and the rest, as they say is history. From School at Ermysted‟s, I 

went to St Chad‟s College at the University of Durham where I studied Biology, and 

from there I went to test my sense of vocation, working as a pastoral assistant at a 

parish in London for two years. 

After three years of study at St Stephen‟s House in Oxford I came to Portsmouth to be 

the Curate in the Parish of Holy Spirit, Southsea. Four years later, I was appointed 

Vicar of Paulsgrove, a large area of significant deprivation on the northern edge of the 

city, where I have been for the last 10 years. 



I‟ve also during that time been Succentor at Portsmouth Cathedral and been on both 

the deanery and diocesan synods. I‟ve taught some theology in the Diocese and have 

tutored candidates for ordination. The parish has also been very fortunate in having a 

stream of ordinands on placement, learning about the priestly life in the context of 

urban ministry. Somewhere in all of this I‟ve completed a further degree, sat on the 

DAC (which deals with church faculty applications) and been a member of a similar 

group, which deals with the fabric at Portsmouth Cathedral. I‟m also a member of the 

Church of England‟s Liturgical Commission (which amongst other things is 

responsible for all the Common Worship books) and I co-chair one of the national 

groups for Fresh Expressions. 

Spare time (!) is taken up with music, modern art (what my late father called two 

blobs of paint on a canvas), cooking and a great interest in Modern British and 

American Politics. But that‟s quite enough about me for the moment. I wonder if I can 

now ask for your help? 

I ask you to continue to pray for each other and for the parish as the interregnum 

enters its final phase, and for all those who have continuing responsibility. Please also 

continue to pray for and support the clergy and staff of the parish – both now and in 

the months to come. 

Pray too for me, as I come to serve amongst you, that we might work together to be 

faithful in our worship, grow ever deeper in our love for Christ and proclaim that joy 

to all we meet. 

Finally, please, of your charity, would you pray too for the clergy and people of the 

Parish of Paulsgrove, as they prepare to enter an interregnum? After all, you all know 

what that‟s like! 

I look forward to meeting all of you soon, 

Fr Gary Waddington SSC 

Team Rector-Designate 

PARISH PILGRIMAGE TO WALSINGHAM 

The parish pilgrimage to the Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham will take place over 

the weekend of the 22
nd

 to 24
th

 October and will be led by our new Team Rector, Fr 

Gary Waddington. Please contact Richard Mantle on 815925 or mantle@aol.com for 

further information. 

TUESDAY DISCUSSION GROUP 

The Discussion Group will meet at 7.30pm on the following dates: 11
th

, 18
th

, 25
th

 May 

and 8
th

, 15
th

 June. We shall conclude our series of discussions on St Paul‟s First Letter 

to the Corinthians (Chapter 14). 

Janet Thomas 

mailto:mantle@aol.com


DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 

Thu 13
th

 

May 

THE ASCENSION OF OUR LORD 

Sung Mass and Confirmation 7pm 

Sun 16
th

 

May 

Sponsored „Walk for Wilfrid‟ in aid of St Wilfrid‟s 

Restoration Fund 

Please see article on St Wilfrid‟s Fundraising Challenge for 

further details 

Thu 20
th

 

May 

Mothers‟ Union AGM 

Sun 23
rd

 

May 

PENTECOST 

Mass 8am 

Sung Parish Mass 10am 

Choral Evensong 6pm 

Tue 25
th

 

May 

Cell of Our Lady of Walsingham 

Rosary and Mass of Our Lady 8pm 

Mon 31
st
 

May 

National Pilgrimage to Walsingham 

Thu 3
rd

 

June 

CORPUS CHRISTI 

Sung Mass and Procession 7pm 

Tue 22
nd

 

June 

Cell of Our Lady of Walsingham 

Mass of Our Lady of Walsingham 8pm 

Sun 27
th

 

June 

SS PETER & PAUL 

Mass 8am 

Sung Parish Mass 10am 

Choral Evensong and Benediction 6pm 

Sat 3
rd

 July Concert by Tewit Youth Band in aid of St Wilfrid‟s 

Restoration Fund 

7.30pm. Tickets £8 (£5 concessions) available from Parish 

Office 

Sun 18
th

 

July 

INSTITUTION AND INDUCTION OF FR GARY 

WADDINGTON 

6.30pm 

Sun 25
th

 

July 

Eve of SS Joachim and Anne, parents of Our Lady 

Evening Prayer, homily and Benediction 6pm 



 

THE CHILDREN’S SOCIETY 

The Children‟s Society boxes are now due for collection. If you have a box, please 

return it to me or leave at the back of the church as soon as possible. 

Janet Thompson 



CHRISTIAN INITIATION 

This Eastertide, we have admitted a good number of children to First Holy 

Communion and, as I write this, we are preparing a large number of candidates for 

Confirmation at Ascensiontide. A number, perhaps unprecedented at St Wilfrid‟s, and 

so, I thought it might be helpful for us all to think a little about issues of Christian 

initiation and the various stages the Church uses to bring people into the fullness of 

our life of discipleship. 

In the Church of England, an expected pattern of initiation has developed into modern 

times. This is: Baptism as an infant, followed by Confirmation after a period of 

instruction, and then the other sacraments, including Holy Communion. People are 

often baptised as adults, sometimes confirmed at the same time, more often not. It 

seems built into our culture that Baptism has a sort of legal status, which opens further 

doors in life as the person gets older. Often people want to have their child Baptised 

because they want to do the best for them, whether or not there is much pre-existing 

connection with the institutional Church. Generally speaking, the Church of England 

responds to this goodwill generously, trusting in God‟s grace, which is always 

generous. 

Confirmation is usually understood as the moment of choice; when individuals choose 

for themselves to say “Yes” to the Church and, at least implicitly, “Yes” to the Faith. 

Confirmation is seen as the “real” initiation. There will be a preparation course, which 

people often refer to in terms of “instruction classes”; indeed some churches do still 

teach a kind of verbal Catechism to be memorised and learned. 

Now, a lot of these systems I describe here are useful and helpful for all sorts of 

reasons. However, a lot of this has developed through expediency and cultural 

circumstance. Just because we‟ve done something in a certain way for quite some 

time doesn‟t necessarily make it correct and authentic, although it might well be 

helpful and useful. When we think theologically about something, we have to first of 

all discover and identify what it really is, not what is has become. Having thought 

about things in this way, it goes without saying that we then perhaps need to make a 

correction in practice in order to be authentic. We at least need to be aware of what‟s 

happening and why so we can achieve integrity of action. 

The truth of the matter is that there is only one Christian initiation, not 2 or 3. In the 

first Christian communities, baptism was the response of the Church to clear evidence 

of faith in the risen Lord Jesus. The Pauline credal statements and the Apostles‟ Creed 

are the nearest we get today to the earliest declarations of faith. As the Scripture says: 

only the Holy Spirit can move people to confess that Jesus is Lord. Having 

experienced the Good News, either through word, deed or by the Spirit alone, people 

are “converted” to the faith. They turn away from the world and turn instead to the 

Lord. The Church‟s response to this was full initiation: You now belong with us. Full 

Baptism rites would be thus conferred upon believing adults and any 

infants/dependants who “belong” to them. Their own children or perhaps children 

they have primary care for. 

This is where the practice of Godparents comes from. Still today, it is the faith of the 

Godparents of infant children, not the parents, which is crucial. Parents may, if they 

wish, be Godparents for their own children. Conversely, parents may not be believers 

at all but they might wish baptism for their children by association with the faith of 

some close Christian friends; Godparents, as they become. For Baptism to be 

Baptism, there really needs to be some core faith somewhere! 



The more developed evidence, we have of ancient Christian initiation liturgies, show 

us the fullness of this practice. Whole families would be Baptised by the Bishop 

himself, normally using a lot more water than we do today, though not always by full 

immersion. The Bishop would be assisted by his deacons, or deaconesses if adult 

women were being Baptised. On emerging from the waters each would then be 

Chrismated; anointed or sealed with the sacred oil of Chrism. Hands laid-on in prayer 

and the oil poured. Made Christs, if you like; sealed with the same Spiritual anointing 

of the Lord himself. A little more oil than we use today would have been used for this 

glorious outpouring of grace and new life. All newly baptised would then proceed to 

the Eucharistic offering and share in Holy Communion. Clearly, Baptism alone for 

either adults or infants, without prospect of the completion of the initiation rites, is 

more than a little anomalous. 

In both East and West, as Christian communities grew, the Bishop began to permit his 

presbyters – priests as we often say today – to Baptise. However, in the West the 

Bishop usually seems to have retained the act of anointing or Chrismation for himself. 

The newly Baptised would visit him, or he visit the communities, so that he could 

meet them in person and complete their initiation.  The Eastern Orthodox Churches 

have maintained the original unity of the Church‟s ancient initiation rites; even babies 

receive Holy Communion following their Baptism and Chrismation. Bishops in the 

East delegated the act of anointing, as well as baptism, to their presbyters fairly early 

on. In modern times, it has also become common practice in the Roman Catholic 

West for the Bishop to delegate anointing/Chrismation – which we usually call 

Confirmation – to their presbyters. But in both East and West, the Bishop‟s own oil of 

Chrism must be used, in order to maintain the integrity of the whole act of initiation. 

Bishops of the Anglican Communion, in general, have always retained for themselves 

the act of Confirmation. This is because anointing oil does not really figure in Canon 

Law and also because various unreconstructed views of ministry in the New 

Testament Church have been too prevalent. Having said this, I like the Apostolic 

concept of the Bishop arriving, examining the faith taught in a particular place and 

then proclaiming – or Confirming – that this is indeed the Faith. Also, we like to have 

some excuse for wheeling out the Bishop. In the Church of England, although today 

there would be widespread recognition that priests have the ability to Confirm, only 

Bishops do so. Hence the bizarre historic tales of London-based Bishops, on tour in 

the North, Confirming whole hordes of people from horseback, or out of a carriage 

window during a break in conversation. 

In short, Baptism, Confirmation and Holy Communion are all parts of the single act of 

Christian initiation. From a theological point of view, Baptism is seen as essential to 

receiving the graces of the other 2, and so we can easily posit the pre-eminence of 

Baptism as the most significant of the 3. The fact that Confirmation/Chrismation was 

originally conferred upon infants, and still is by a huge proportion of the world‟s 

Christians, at an essential level detaches it from learning and knowledge, at least as 

far as the recipient goes. The act nevertheless should take place within the context of 

developed faith and teaching. 

In the West, during that last 100 years or so, Holy Communion has been made 

available for children of worshipping families “of the age of reason” in order to 

recover something of the true nature of the sacrament as pure gift. This practice 

reminds us of the significance of the Baptism already received. Whilst we would not 

speak of “rights” here, the further sacraments are certainly “proper” to those who have 

been Baptised. Many church communities need to recognise anew the awesome 

character and consequence of the Christian Baptism we offer and confer. 



The crucial concept in Baptism, Confirmation and Holy Communion is gift. In fact, 

all initiation is pure gift. We do not earn these things by our knowledge and 

sophistication. As the Cross is folly to the Gentiles, so Baptism is God‟s wisdom not 

ours. Here is where his gifts to his people begin. Having said this, the Church has the 

responsibility of stewardship in holy things, which is why these gifts flow in the 

context of our faith, teaching and living discipleship. Church communities need to 

practice deep integrity in the way we practice initiation, as we do at St Wilfrid‟s; but 

integrity always with the lightness of touch that we hold and give things way beyond 

our control – gifts of God – the gifts of the eternal life of Easter.  

Fr John 

SUMMER EVENING CONCERTS IN SUPPORT OF THE 

NSPCC 

What better than to spend a summer‟s relaxing to the full orchestral sounds of Berlioz, 

Debussy, Puccini, Wagner and Elgar whilst simultaneously supporting the needs of 

vulnerable and abused children? 

You are warmly invited to join us at two very special concerts in support of the work 

of the NSPCC performed by the Leeds Symphony Orchestra on: 

Friday 21st May: 7.30 pm 

At: Harrogate Grammar School, Arthur‟s Avenue, Harrogate HG2 0DZ 

The programme includes: 

Overture: Benvenuto     Berlioz  

Prélude à l'après-midi d'un faune    Debussy  

Arias: Tosca, La Bohème, Madame Butterfly  Puccini 

 Soloist: Amy Verity 

Lohengrin: Prelude to Act I     Wagner  

Enigma Variations      Elgar 

Tickets are £10 (£8 concessions)  

Tickets are obtainable from: Pomp & Circumstance, 22 Commercial Street, 

Harrogate, or at the door. 

 

ST WILFRID’S FUNDRAISING CHALLENGE 

We launched our Fundraising Challenge on Saturday 6
th

 March with „The Italian 

Connection‟, an evening of works by Italian composers presented by Vocalis and 

Knaresborough Pro Musica. The proceeds were shared between Saint Michael‟s 

Hospice and St Wilfrid‟s and each charity was awarded £725.  

Our next event is „Walk for Wilfrid‟ on Sunday 16
th

 May when we would like as 

many people as physically able to join the Rotary Charity Walk from Pateley Bridge. 

You don‟t have to be an expert walker to join in – there is a 7-mile, a 15-mile and a 

22-mile walk plus a 4-mile walk for disabled people.  Just give your name to Linda 

Harrison and she will provide you with a sponsor form. Your task is then to obtain as 

many sponsors as you can and raise money for St Wilfrid‟s Restoration Fund. 

Saturday 3
rd

 July there is a concert by the Tewit Youth Band starting at 7.30 pm in the 

Church. Tickets will be available from the Parish Office and the cost is £8 per ticket 

and £5 per ticket (concessions and under 18‟s). Wine and soft drinks will be on sale. 

Sunday 29
th

 August is Frances Darlington Day. After the 10.00 am Mass, Louise 

Marchal, who is Frances Darlington‟s great-great niece will give a presentation of 



Frances‟s work. This will take place in the Holy Spirit Chapel. As I am sure you are 

aware, Frances Darlington sculpted and painted the beautiful panels around St 

Wilfrid‟s and these are now in need of some restorative work. It is the intention that 

other works by Frances Darlington will be on display and Louise has designed cards 

of her great-great aunt‟s work, which will be on sale. We will then move into the Hall 

where a buffet lunch will be served. After lunch, Louise will take us on a guided walk 

of some of the places where Frances Darlington lived and places she liked to visit. 

The day will end with Afternoon Tea at Betty‟s, which again, Frances Darlington 

loved to visit! All the proceeds from this day will go towards the restoration of the 

Darlington Panels. 

Once we have all the quotations for restoration work in place we will then be going 

forward to produce a portfolio in order to present our case for funding to some of the 

charitable trusts. Meanwhile, it would be helpful if we could all look at our giving – 

making sure that it is gift-aided which gives St Wilfrid‟s the benefit of any donation 

plus the tax (provided the donor is a tax payer). Perhaps those of us either making or 

re-assessing our wills could look favourably on our beloved Church. 

So all in all, a good start and we are making progress and a big thank you to all who 

have helped so far. 

Pam Grant 

Chairman, St Wilfrid’s Fundraising Group 

 

PARISH CONFIRMATION 

At the 7pm Sung Mass on Ascension Day, 21 adults and children, from our 

congregation, will be confirmed in St Wilfrid‟s by the Bishop of Beverley, The Right 

Reverend Martyn Jarrett. Please remember the candidates in your prayers. 

YOUNG WILFS 

Since the last magazine, the Young Wilfs have continued to work hard each Sunday 

whilst still having fun – absolutely the best way for anyone to learn! 

I wonder how many of you are aware that we have a display board in the Parish Room 

where the children display their work over the year? It is well worth popping in and 

looking at it. 

Last term finished on a high note with our excellent Good Friday Workshop which 

saw 30 young people, ranging in age from 3 weeks to much, much older enjoy a wide 

range of craft activities followed by a drink and hot cross bun. The Workshop finished 

with a number of parachute games before we went into Church for a short service 

round the Stations of the Cross lead by Fr. John. 

We are now looking forward to a busy and active summer term, hopefully with better 

weather than last summer. 

Christine 

Young Wilfs Co-ordinator 

 



            

 

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

The Annual Parish Meeting took place on Monday 26
th

 April. Brian Thornley and 

Tim Rhodes were re-elected as Churchwardens. Jill Burrell, Ruth Conlon, Christine 

Hopper, Muriel Little and Rachel Pearson were elected to the five vacancies on the 

PCC. Jill Burrell was also elected to the vacancy in Deanery Synod. Please pray for 

the work of the PCC during the coming year. 

 

PRÉCIS OF RECENT PCC MEETINGS 

18
TH

 JANUARY 2010 

DEANERY SYNOD MATTERS: The vacancy as a result of Mrs Sowerby‟s 

departure was to be filled for the remainder of the term. Still seeking a candidate to 

fill this post.  

Details of St Wilfrid‟s Mission would be shared at a Deanery Synod meeting shortly.  

NEDL UPDATE: Mr Rhodes updated the PCC on the current position. He 

summarised the main points form his recent address to the congregation. A faculty for 

the scheme was sought from the Diocese. There are concerns from local residents 

raised and published in the local press. The proposals were still subject to planning at 

Harrogate Borough Council.  

RE-LAUNCHED NETWORK: Imminently due for release. Planned quarterly. The 

PCC thanked Mr J Wilson for his work and congratulated him on the new look 

magazine.  

EDUCATION FROM THE PULPIT: Fr John planning a programme of education 

from the pulpit led by the clergy on aspects of the worship and liturgy and their 

significance.  



STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN: Mr Whittaker outlined plans for a stewardship 

campaign. He would be establishing a steering group, which would draw from the 

wider congregation, and then plan to run the campaign over a four week period some 

time shortly. 

CHURCH ELECTRICS: Work was required to the church electrics. Quotes for this 

work had now been obtained. This work must go ahead to comply with the 

requirements for an up to date Electrical Certificate and would be overseen by the 

Churchwardens. 

CORRESPONDENCE: Mrs Johnston informed PCC members of recent 

correspondence, in particular a request to have access to PCC minutes. 

FINANCE: Mr Harrison provided an income/expenditure report for the meeting. The 

general picture for income/expenditure was that to date income is running at 

approximately £40K behind expenditure. Heating costs were a significant call on 

expenditure. The PCC agreed that action was required to try to bring spend in line 

with income. It was planned to look at other potential investment opportunities for the 

church reserve funds. 

MISSION IN JENNYFIELD - UPDATE: Mrs Bedford provided the PCC with an 

update on progress. A number of innovative approaches were planned including a 

Youth Mass, Lay involvement in Baptism preparations and follow up celebrations and 

the idea for a pastoral surgery at the vicarage in Jennyfield.  

APPOINTMENT OF NEW INCUMBENT: The Archdeacon‟s Office had been able 

to report a good response to the advertisement. Plans were being put in place for 

interviews on Friday 5th March. 

MAINTAINING THE STATUS QUO DURING THE INTERREGNUM: It was 

reported that a number of the congregation had expressed their views, both positive 

and negative, about recent changes, especially within the Sunday Family Mass 

Service. It was noted that during the Interregnum that the Churchwardens have a 

responsibility to maintain a similar style of worship.  

FIRE AND HEALTH AND SAFETY: There are plans to replace the Fire Safety Box 

and the Health and Safety Policy will be updated shortly. 

DISTRIBUTION AND AVAILABILITY OF PCC MINUTES: Following a recent 

request for access to the minutes, the PCC‟s policy was re-visited. It was agreed that 

the PCC Secretary should continue to give access via the official minute book, but 

that copies, either electronic or hard copy should not be provided to anyone other than 

current PCC members. 

8
TH

 MARCH 2010 

DEANERY SYNOD VACANCY: The vacancy as a result of Mrs Sowerby‟s 

departure was to be filled for the remainder of the term. Still seeking a candidate to 

fill this post.  

NEDL UPDATE: Mr Rhodes updated the PCC on the current position:- Concerns 

regarding the proposal were being expressed to the PCC, through the local press and 

also to the Diocesan Office and more widely. The proposals were still subject to 

planning at Harrogate Borough Council. NEDL were preparing an information 

document for wide distribution and planning for a public meeting in late April. 

EDUCATION FROM THE PULPIT: Fr John continues to lead a programme of 

education from the pulpit on aspects of the worship and liturgy and their significance.  

STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN: Mr Whittaker had met with his steering group drawn 

from the wider congregation. Very positive ideas were starting to emerge and plans 

for the campaign were starting to take shape. 



CHURCH ELECTRICS: Work required had now been identified and was planned in 

phases subject to the appropriate faculties. This work must go ahead to comply with 

the requirements for an up to date Electrical Certificate and would be overseen by the 

Churchwardens. 

CORRESPONDENCE: Mrs Johnston informed PCC members of recent 

correspondence, in particular she urged members to be aware of the number of letters 

she had received regarding the NEDL proposal. These were related to the full PCC 

body for their consideration. 

FINANCE: Mr Harrison provided an income/expenditure report for the meeting. The 

income/expenditure out turn as at 31
st
 December 2009 showed a deficit of 

approximately £40K. In budget setting for the coming year a deficit of £23K looked 

likely. The PCC agreed that action was required to try to bring spend in line with 

income. 

MISSION IN JENNYFIELD: Fr John provided an update. There was now the 

possibility to negotiate a lease on a shop near to the Co-op store in Jennyfield. This 

was the preferred base for mission and worship. Ring-fenced money for mission in 

this area of the parish was still available. At the vote the authority for the Jennyfield 

Mission group to proceed with negotiations was passed with one member against. 

FUND RAISING: The concert, which launched this campaign, had gone very well. 

The next event was the Walk for Wilfrid planned for May.  

CHURCH ROOF: A draft work specification had been produced. A schedule of work 

for tender was now being drawn up. Mr Thornley hoped for DAC approval in order 

for necessary work to commence in the summer. There would be more information 

available for the May PCC meeting.  

CHURCH AND CHURCH HALL HEATING: Serious breakdowns had occurred 

over the recent months. This had caused significant disruption, a number of 

complaints and lost income from potential and existing hall bookings. The issue of a 

heating system repair/renewal to make it fit for purpose had been discussed by the 

Standing Committee. The PCC agreed to commission advice from an independent 

heating consultant about the most appropriate way forward.  

CHALICE ADMINISTRANTS: The PCC agreed an update, required by Bishop John, 

to the current list of lay people who administer at the chalice and those who 

administer in nursing homes and private homes.  

AWC FIGURES: The figure to the Diocesan Office for the census as of 31st 

December 2009 was 175. 

FIRE AND HEALTH AND SAFETY: The Health and Safety Policy had now been 

updated. 

Date of APM: Monday 26
th

 April 2010  

Date of next PCC meeting: Monday 10
th

 May 2010 

Date of next Standing Committee Meeting: Monday 12
th

 April 2010 

 

CAFÉ PETRUS  

Café Petrus meets for lunch on the first Wednesday of each month following the 

11.00 a.m. Mass.  

During 2009 there was a lunch every month except for August when a lot of people 

were away. Attendance varies between 12 and 22 people and is held in the Parish 

Room at the back of the Parish Hall. Everyone enjoys a lovely lunch and this enables 



them to speak to members of the congregation they may not normally have the chance 

to meet on a Sunday. At Christmas we have a more celebratory meal.  

The lunch comprises two (or sometimes three) courses and includes a glass of wine or 

fruit juice. This lunch is open to anyone who wishes to join us and it is a great way to 

improve fellowship between members of the congregation of Saint Wilfrid‟s. 

Christine Hopper 

Café Petrus Organiser 

 

PARISH FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

Transactions up to 11
th

 April 2010 are as follows: 

    

 

Incoming resources from generated funds £  Charitable activities £ 

    Voluntary Income     

        Gift Aid Giving 1,010      Cleaning 467 

        Envelope scheme 3,808      Clergy expenses 1,103 

        Income tax recovered 4,254      Sacristy supplies 1,087 

        Church collections 4,736      Books and music 79 

        Sundry donations 793      Printing 63 

        Giving - Bank direct 11,071      Salaries (inc IR costs) 2,535 

        Candles 143      Expenses - administration 573 

        Transfer from Moulsdale 1,400      Heating/Light/Water 9,529 

        Legacies 2,960      Routine Maintenance 7,937 

        Organ repair 70      Insurances 4,522 

   Total voluntary income 30,245      Parish Share 18,750 

    Activities for generating funds       Churchyard expenses 525 

        Coloured Guides 32      Postage 67 

        Church magazine sales 46      Stationery 46 

        Hall lettings 2,659      Telephone and internet 203 

        Fund raising income 559      Diocesan fees 627 

  Total activities for generating 

  funds 

3,296      Choir 1,287 

   Investment Income       Flowers 167 

        Dividends 42      Charities e.g. Oxfam 336 

        Interest received 526      Social expenses 79 

  Total investment income 568   Total charitable 

 activities 

49,982 

Incoming resources from charitable activities     

        Fees - weddings etc 2,079  Other resources used  

  Total Incoming resources from   

  charitable activities 

2,079      Service agreements 763 

     Total receipts 36,188      Moulsdale Grants 1,400 

    Total other resources 

 used 

2,163 

   Total payments 52,145 

     

Deficit to date  £15,957  



IRENE BROWNING 

Irene Browning who died aged 82 years was a popular member of the Boroughbridge 

community and a member of St Wilfrid's congregation. It is hoped that Canon Paul 

Greenwell will assist in a Service of Thanksgiving for her life to be help in the 

Boroughbridge Parish Church of St James on Saturday, 22
nd

 May 2010. 



                      

10
TH

 HARROGATE (ST WILFRID’S) 

WALSH’S OWN SCOUT GROUP 

GROUP  

Over the last year, the Scout Group has continued to grow in numbers of both young 

people and adults and this has been reflected in our annual census report to 

Headquarters. This resulted in me receiving a letter of congratulations from our 

County Commissioner for the increase in membership for the second year running.  

It was a very busy year for the Group as we celebrated 100 years since the formation 

of the original 10
th

 Harrogate Scout Troop at Clifton House School. The celebrations 

took many different forms, including a treasure hunt and hog roast in June when the 

Group raised over £600 for the Harrogate Young Carer‟s; the formal Centenary 

celebration service at St. Wilfrid‟s which was attended by the Mayor of Harrogate and 

her consort along with the former Chief Scout, Major-General Michael Walsh and 

finished with our Group camp in October. 

The Scout Group are very thrilled to announce that 3 of our current Scouts, plus an 

Explorer Scout Young Leader have all been selected from our Group to go to the 

Jamboree as part of the County‟s contingent. It is quite an accolade for the Scouts at 

St. Wilfrid‟s to have gained four out of the nine places from the District. I am sure 

that they will have a wonderful time in Sweden in 2011 and will gain a lot from the 

interaction with Scouts from all nations. Alongside these four, two of our Leaders 

have been selected to go to the Jamboree as members of the 500 strong UK group to 

join the International Service Team – these are the adults who become staff members 

ensuring that the participants gain as much as possible from their experience. 

BEAVERS @ ST. WILFRID’S: 

The Beavers at St Wilfrid‟s have gone from strength to strength this year. We have 

been at full capacity for most of the year with some 25 Beavers. 

The Beavers have enjoyed a wide and varied programme including a visit to the Fire 

Station and an evening with a Police Community Support Officer as well as creative 

challenges such as modelling using dry spaghetti and marshmallows. A particularly 

jolly evening was had when we switched off all the lights and held an indoor campfire 

with torches and traditional campfire songs with all the actions.  

As well as all the fun, we have attempted to include a more thoughtful element to the 

activities. On one evening the Beavers devised and performed plays to show their 

understanding of the fourfold promise they made to do their best, to love God, to be 

kind and to be helpful. On another we all put up tents before sitting inside them and 

considering the people in Haiti who had nowhere else to live and whose hold families 

were living in tents no bigger than the small hike tents we were considering. The 

beavers were asked to consider a prayer for the people of Haiti at this time and to 

think about the scouts in Haiti.  

Several of the Beavers attended the group camp in October and enjoyed a wide and 

varied programme of events. As a result of this success we will be organising a 

sleepover at the Thornthwaite campsite in September.  

We have welcomed a new leader in the form of Louise Hartmann, known as Beech to 

the Beavers, who is returning to scouting having formerly been a cub leader before 



moving abroad for a period. Louise is already proving a valuable addition to the team 

and we are very grateful that she has volunteered. 

The balanced programme of activities has led to almost all of our leavers acquiring 

the highest award available to Beaver Scouts, the Chief Scouts Bronze Award and 

thereafter moving directly into cubs. 

Oak  

BEAVERS @ ASHVILLE SCHOOL: 

The Ashville Beaver Colony has been exceptionally busy this term working towards 

their final Challenge Badge (Friendship) in order to gain their Bronze Awards, the 

highest Badge that can be awarded in the Beaver Scout Section. They spent an 

evening researching people from far away countries and learnt about their national 

costume, the food that they eat, the currency used and about a famous national 

landmark.  

We corresponded with a Beaver Colony from another District in a different country 

and discovered that they too were working on their Friendship Challenge. Camp 

blanket badges have been exchanged, as too have congratulations and best wishes as 

they celebrate their centenary on 18
th

 April. 

The Ashville Beavers also supported the local Harrogate Project and collected food 

donations as a gift to the homeless people of Harrogate. We talked about how 

fortunate we are to have kind and loving families and a safe environment to live in 

and some of the reasons why people become homeless. Albeit that they are only 

between the ages of 6 to 8, they proved to be very knowledgeable.   

The Easter term was concluded with a Treasure Hunt and a Swimming-Up ceremony 

for George and Oliver who left Beavers to join Akela at the new Cub Pack together 

with the presentation of seven Bronze Awards – the first presentation since the 

Colony was established. 

We are now looking forward to the summer term and hopefully spending many of our 

evenings outside participating in more traditional Scouting activities including 

backwoods cooking, pitching tents and a trip to our District Camp Site at 

Thornthwaite. The St Wilfrid‟s Beaver Colony has invited us to join them when they 

have a visit from some birds of prey and their handler and we in turn will be hosting 

the first of our Inter-Colony Beaver Olympics. 

Willow 

 CUBS: 

The Cub Pack‟s numbers have grown steadily over the last year. This has lead to the 

opening of a second Pack on a Friday night, which will start after the Easter holidays 

with 9 members. The Thursday night Pack is currently full with 40 young people, 

both girls and boys. Both Packs will be following similar programmes for the next 

term and joining together for some outdoor activities. 

During the Easter holidays 17 Cubs from both the 10
th

 and 15
th

 Harrogate Cub Packs 

enjoyed a great camp at Moor House Campsite in Durham where the Cubs tried out 

activities such as sling shot (catapults with safety goggles), tomahawk throwing with 

real tomahawks – it‟s not as easy as looks in films! We also had a very enjoyable time 

on the cresta run; even Akela was persuaded to go down once! Alongside this we had 

our usual camp activities of wide games and a campfire. 

We are now looking forward to and preparing to join over 500 Cubs from all over 

North Yorkshire at the County Cub in Pateley Bridge at the end of May when we will 



be in tents and enjoying a wide variety of activities. Also, during our weekly meetings 

we will go bell boating, climbing and using the District‟s campsite at Thornthwaite to 

practice such skills as fire lighting. 

Akela 

SCOUTS: 

Troop numbers have continued to go up over the year, and currently have thirty-nine 

members, both male and female, across the full section age range of 10 to 14. The 

Troop continues to be run by Phil Scurrah, Tony Hartley and Amabel Turner, now 

assisted by two Young Leaders, Chris Sawyer and Tom Haswell. In September, we 

decided to put all the older scouts into one patrol, to both broaden the activities, which 

they do, and give the next set of Patrol Leaders a chance to shine. 

The Troop started this year‟s scouting activities by joining with Scouts from across 

North Yorkshire for the Winter Camp at Thornthwaite. This was an excellent 

weekend thoroughly enjoyed by all the scouts there and for once the phrase ‟chilly 

camp‟ was appropriate! This was followed by the Klondike Derby where 6 Scouts 

towed a sledge round an area at Pateley Bridge to reach a number of bases when they 

had to perform a number of tasks based on their scouting skills. 10
th

 Harrogate took 

second place in this competition. 

Along with the rest of the Group, the scouts will be attending this year‟s St George‟s 

Day Parade and church service on Sunday 25
th

 April 2010 during which Tom, as an 

Explorer Scout Young Leader with the Troop has been asked to lead all the scouts and 

adults present in renewing their promises! 

Currently, the Troop are preparing their teams that have entered the Teko-Teko and 

Tohunga competitions which will be taking place over the second weekend in May. 

This is a very popular hiking and camping competition, which is run by our District 

and is entered by Scouts and Explorers from all over the County. This competition 

tests the Scouts abilities in navigation, camping, cooking and teamwork. Of course the 

main event for this will be the annual summer camp at Waddecar campsite in 

Lancashire when the Cubs will be camping alongside us for the first part of the camp. 

Christine Turner 

Group Scout Leader  

A HOBBY WITH A DIFFERENCE 

“When in April the sweet showers fall and pierce the drought of March to the root – 

then people long to go on pilgrimages.” Geoffrey Chaucer, The Canterbury Tales 

1387 (trans). 

The warming weather tempts most of us into the great ourdoors. The garden, the 

seaside, theme parks and sport our pilgrimages. The late Poet-Laureate John Betjeman 

spent much of his early life exploring churches and passed on his enthusiasm to a 

wide public through his homely verses and talks on architecture. This was not just 

serious study for an intellectual minority but a new and popular hobby. The Church of 

England in all its quaint aspects became his canvas; his books have never gone out of 

print, and his High Church devotion a strong ingredient. 

There are thousands of churches throughout England, many of them examples of great 

architecture and many containing artefacts lovingly produced by the community they 

served. 



For security reasons many churches have to remain locked but the search for the key-

holders can often afford fascinating encounters. Once you have the sometimes 

enormous key in your possession, the church is your oyster and you can indulge your 

curiosity. 

Fonts, carved screens, coats of arms, pulpits, pews, stained glass and ancient tombs all 

clamour for your attention. What a treasury of craftsmanship and a social history they 

often represent. Betjeman‟s criteria for his church visit included “containing one 

object which regardless of date was aesthetically worth bicycling twelve miles against 

the wind to see.” 

Some churches will disappoint and others will delight and surprise us. Some may 

possess architecture “that would bring an agnostic to his knees.” A few churches have 

that special atmosphere – again summed up by Betjeman when he described the 

remotely sited church of St Endellion in Cornwall as a church that went on praying 

when no one was there. 

This is a very compulsive hobby and ideal for the fickle English weather. The 

churchyard is often worth your exploration if entrance to the church proves 

impossible. 

The only tools required are an Ordnance Survey map, a book on churches, some 

binoculars and a torch for dark corners; above all enthusiasm. Good hunting! 

A leisure course on “Looking at Churches” is held in Harrogate at St Paul’s United 

Reformed Church Hall; run by two of our church members, Patrick Bishop and 

Michael Crosby and is proving very popular. The meetings commence on October 5
th

 

and continue fortnightly at 10am each session. Details are available from Patrick and 

Michael. 

Patrick Bishop (Churchmouse) 



THE ROSARY – AN AIDE MEMOIR 

 
The word Rosary is drawn from a Latin word “rosare” = a rose garden. As you might 

expect it is intimately concerned with Our Lady since one of her titles is “The Mystic 

Rose”. As the hymn has it, speaking of Jesus, “Fruit of the Mystic Rose/ As of that 

rose the stem.” The Rosary is, technically, two things. Firstly, a scheme of praying 

that is based upon the, so-called “mysteries of the Gospel.” Secondly, The Rosary as a 

“mechanical device”, in this case a string of beads, that is used as an aid to counting 

the number of prayers that are said, and their order. 

The word “mystery” has nothing to do with our sense of “mysterious”. “Mysteries” in 

the theological sense are words and actions in the “interior life” of the Church that are 

“sacramental” in character. (A sacrament, according to the BCP Catechism, is “An 

outward visible sign of an inward spiritual grace…”) That is to say words and actions, 

which contain deeper meanings than the obvious. St. John Chrysostom puts it this 

way, “certain events are called mysteries because what we believe is not the same as 

what we see; instead we see one thing and believe another.” Or, as the hymn Sweet 

Sacrament Divine puts it, “In thy far depths doth shine/ Thy Godhead‟s majesty.”  

THE MYSTERIES OF THE GOSPEL 

There are four, so called, Mysteries of the Gospel. Each Mystery is further subdivided 

into 5 parts.  

The Joyful Mysteries  

The Annunciation. Lk. 1: 26-33. ; The Visitation. Lk. 1: 39-56. ; The Nativity. Lk. 2: 

22-40.; The Presentation. Lk. 2: 22-39. : The Finding in the Temple. Lk. 2: 40-52.  

The Sorrowful Mysteries  

The Agony in the Garden. Matt. 26: 37-47. ; The Scourging. Is. 50: 5-6. / Matt. 27: 

25-26.: The Crowning with Thorns. Matt. 27: 25-26. : Carrying the Cross. Is. 53:6. / 

Jn. 19: 16-18. The Crucifixion and Death. Lk. 23: 45-46.  

The Glorious Mysteries  

The Resurrection. Matt. 28: 5-6. ; The Ascension. Lk. 24: 50-51. : Descent of the 

Spirit. Acts 2: 1-6. : The Assumption. 1 Cor. 15: 54-57. : Coronation of Our Lady. 

Revn. 12: 1./ Song of Songs. 1: 4.  

The Luminous Mysteries 

The Baptism of Jesus. Matt. 3: 13-17. : The Wedding at Cana. Jn. 2: 1-4. ; The 

Kingdom. Mk. 1:14-15. ; Transfiguration. Lk. 9: 28-36. ; The Institution of the 

Eucharist. Matt. 26: 26-30.  

As you can see all the “mysteries” are based upon scripture, and the whole group of 

“mysteries together” is labelled “The Rosary”. 



PRAYING THE ROSARY 

“Praying the Rosary” consists of a number of elements. Under their various headings, 

all of the mysteries are what they are because they contain within them a much greater 

depth of meaning than the actual words themselves. They are subjects upon which the 

faithful may, with safety, meditate, pray or simply “think” about. The scriptures are a 

way through which God reveals the depths of His being to His faithful people. If the 

Rosary is prayed corporately each individual experience coexists with every other 

and, in their connection, truly “the whole is greater than the sum of its parts”. Prayed 

individually, or in private, who could guess what depths of meaning might be revealed 

to the one who prays? 

It is at this point your Rosary, as a mechanical device for counting, in this case 

prayers, comes into use. 

USING “A ROSARY” 

There is nothing uniquely “Christian” about the use of strings of beads to count 

prayers. Orthodox Catholic Christians use, most often, a knotted rope or string made 

from wool or cotton (Russian, chotki; Greek, komboskini.) with 30, 50 or 100 knots. 

They use it to count the number of repetitions of the “Jesus Prayer”, “Jesus Christ, 

Son of God, have mercy on me a sinner”. Muslims use the "Musbaha" (99 beads) to 

recite the “100 Names of Allah”. While Buddhists and Hindus use strings of beads 

called “Mala” (108 beads) to recite “mantras” or other spiritual sayings.  

Our Western catholic Rosary consists of a Crucifix followed by an arrangement of 

beads. This leads to a medal of The Virgin from which the rest of the Rosary starts 

and on which it finishes. The rest of the Rosary is subdivided into 5 groups of 10 

beads, which are separated by either one larger bead, or a length of chain, which 

becomes the equivalent. Each subsection of 10 beads is known as a “Decade”.  

To recite the Rosary all the prayers you need to know are, (or you can if you wish 

refer to your Pilgrim Handbook – see how easy we make it!), The Apostles Creed, 

The Lord‟s Prayer, The Gloria, The Hail Mary and the Salve Regina. Each bead, or 

series of beads, has its own prayer attached to it. For example, on the Crucifix we 

recite the Apostles Creed. On each individual bead of a “Decade” we say a Hail Mary. 

We, as it were, “go round the loop”, anticlockwise. So you no longer have to count to 

10, the beads do it for you.  

To those of us who know the system, this is all like falling off a log. For others it will 

feel strange, or exotic or maybe even counter intuitive. How is it possible to meditate 

upon the particular “mystery” while reciting Hail Mary full... Well all I can say is, 

“Practice makes perfect”. I am always driven to quoting the golfer who, when he was 

told he was a lucky player responded, “It‟s odd d'you know, the more I practice the 

luckier I get!” For those who are experienced there is the danger that “familiarity 

breeds contempt”. I am always a bit surprised at the speed at which some folk wish to 

say the Hail Mary. As far as I am aware there is no Guinness Record for the shortest 

time to say a Hail Mary. It is a prayer full of deepest meaning, based upon 

extraordinary events in Scripture. We should be asking, even as we pray, “What, right 

now, has this to say to me?” I don't need to go on, simply read your Pilgrim 

Handbook.  

There are just two final things to be said. Prayer is a “discipline” which comes from 

the same root as “disciple”. We are all called to be disciples. We cannot be disciples 

without discipline. Secondly, prayer is meant to refresh and nourish the individual 

Christian soul. You will not be “refreshed” if this spiritual exercise becomes a 



monumental “bind”. So relax into Jesus and His Holy Mother, if we allow them they 

will lift us from this world into a foretaste of the world to come.  

Fr Gareth 

From a Cell Meeting, 17
th

 November 2009 at St Wilfrid’s 

 

SUPPORT OUR SOLDIERS 

Some of you may recall the appeal we made on behalf of our brave soldiers fighting 

in Afghanistan towards the end of last year. Well eventually the money that was 

collected was sent to the charity Support Our Soldiers, which was formed in 2003 by 

two ladies whose sons were at that time deployed in Iraq. Since then SOS has gone 

from strength to strength and now has a network of volunteers across the UK and 

overseas. At the time we remarked, “we are all conscious of the tremendous and 

dangerous work carried out by our brave soldiers particularly at present, in 

Afghanistan.” They operate at a very professional and high level of skill all the time 

they are in theatre and not surprisingly, as we know from our television screens, 

casualties can be high. 

The money sent to Support Our Soldiers will be used to send food parcels to 

individual servicemen. We also sent several messages of support to attach to each 

parcel indicating the thoughts and prayers of St Wilfrid‟s parishioners for the 

recipient‟s welfare and safety during their assignment. 

Thank you to everyone who contributed as we continue to keep our brave soldiers in 

our thoughts and prayers. 

Brian Thornley 

Churchwarden 

 

 

 

 

Bell Ringing at St Wilfrid’s 

Sunday Service Ringing 9.30am to 10am 

Practice every Wednesday 7pm to 9pm 

Visitors and learners welcome at practices 

For more information, please contact Mike Woodhall 501193 or 

Jonathan Wilson 566320 



 

 HUBERT SWAINSON 

FUNERAL SERVICES LTD 

39 Franklin Road, Harrogate 

Private Chapels 

Distinctive Personal arrangements 

TEL: 01423 504571 ANYTIME 

 

MARY LANGLEY 

SCHOOL OF MOTORING 

Department of Transport Approved 

TEL: 01423 523156 

Grade 6 Instructor 

59 Knox Lane, Harrogate, HG1 3AW 

 

Mrs Sally Roberts BSc(Hons)  MCSP 
Chartered Physiotherapist  

Registered with the Health Professions Council  
Greyfriars Physiotherapy Practice  

Hill Foot Lane, Burn Bridge  
Harrogate HG3 1NT 

O1423 871419  
Sally.roberts@physiofirst.org.uk  
Treatment of neck and back pain,  

sports and all musculoskeletal injuries  

Physiotherapy and Acupuncture  

 
A member of Physio First 

 
 

 

 

mailto:Sally.roberts@physiofirst.org.uk


FROM THE PARISH REGISTER 2010 

 Holy Baptism  Funerals 

February Esmé Darcey DALTRY 

Elyza Hiraani Rose SMITH 

Hollie Louise SMITH 

Klya Vivienne SMITH 

January Jeffrey CARBUTT 

March Francesca Grace LINDSAY 

Thomas Peter James ROBSON 

 

February Janet JONES 

John ADDISON 

 

 First Holy Communion April Maureen RYAN 

April Ashley Beatrice Frances 

FARRAH 

William George FARRAR 

Robert James HAYNES 

Venita LEES 

Molly PRIDMORE 

Elizabeth May THOMPSON-

VEAR 

Benjamin WHITTAKER 

Thomas WHITTAKER 

  

ST GEORGE’S CRYPT 

St George‟s Crypt is looking for new trustees with particular experience and skills in 

Fundraising/Retail/Customer Services/Homelessness/Social Services/Probation. 

St George‟s Crypt in Leeds has been providing care and support to homeless and 

disadvantaged people in Leeds since 1930. 

St George‟s Crypt operates a full and open Equal Opportunities Policy and this is 

reflected in our interview and selection procedure. 

For more information and an application pack, please contact David Gladman. Tel 

0113 2668797, email: davegladman@aol.com 

 

 

PLANT - GROW  -  EAT 

vegetable plants  
seasonal bedding and herbs  

compost and growbags  
bark chippings  

handmade garden furniture and nesting boxes  
orders taken for Summer h anging baskets  

We now sell free range eggs  

 

HORTICAP  
Patron ð Alan Titchmarsh  

We are open every day 10am to 4pm  
You will find us on Otley Road, Harrogate 

between RHS Harlow Carr Gardens and Beckwithshaw 
www.horticap.o rg  

01423 522876 
registered charity 517234  

 

mailto:davegladman@aol.com
http://www.horticap.org/

