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STAFF 

  

Team Rector – Vacancy 

 

 

The Revd. John Thompson-Vear                                                 

Team Vicar 

23 Azerley Grove 

Harrogate 

HG3 2SY 

Tel: 01423 709432 

Email: frjohn@btinternet.com 

 

The Revd. Tim Burrell                                                 

Assistant Priest 

8 St Hilda’s Road 

Harrogate 

HG2 8JY 

Tel: 01423  883832 

Email: tim.burrell@virgin.net 

 

Parish Office  

Mrs. Linda Harrison, Administrator 

Monday to Friday 09:30 to 12:30 

Tel: 01423  504629 

Email:office@stwilfrids-harrogate.co.uk 

 

 

Baptisms by arrangement with the Parish Office 

Confessions by appointment with the clergy 

 

 

SERVICES AT ST WILFRID'S PARISH CHURCH 

 

Sunday 

6.00pm (Saturday) Vigil Mass   

8.00am    Holy Communion 

10.00am     Sung Parish Mass 

6.00pm    Evensong 

 

 

Sunday School meets during the 10am 

Parish Mass (see back cover for 

contact) 

Holy Communion is celebrated daily: 

Monday       7.30am  

Tuesday       7.30am  

Wednesday  11.00am 

 

Thursday     7.30am 

Friday        7.30am 

Saturday      8.30am 

Evensong (said) Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 5.00 pm 

 

Parish Website: www.stwilfrids-harrogate.co.uk 

 

If there is anything in connection with St Wilfrid's that you would like to see 

incorporated or updated on our website, please contact the Parish Office 

mailto:frjohn@btinternet.com
mailto:tim.burrell@virgin.net
mailto:office@stwilfrids-harrogate.co.uk
http://www.stwilfrids-harrogate.co.uk/


NETWORK 2010 

I was delighted when the question of reviving our parish magazine was raised at 

the P.C.C. last autumn, and the overwhelming desire to see Network once again 

fulfilling its role of service to the entire community of St Wilfrid's. 

Our congratulations and thanks must go to Jonathan Wilson for his enthusiasm in 

regenerating the fortunes of our parish magazine. My own view, and that of the 

P.C.C., is that we should always strive to keep parishioners abreast of activities 

and developments that are taking place at St Wilfrid's. 

Since Father Mark left us for his new appointment as Bishop of Horsham, last 

July, both Tim Rhodes and I have been really pleased by the levels of attendance 

at all the church services. It is a great source of comfort that the heart of St 

Wilfrid's has continued to beat strongly throughout the interregnum. As I 

mentioned after the memorable occasion of the IX Lessons and Carols on Advent 

4, so many people have played their part in keeping the special quality of worship 

and other events ticking over smoothly, that we as a community are indeed 

fortunate in being extremely well served in a multitude of different ways. 

Throughout the entire year our dedicated team of servers under the direction of 

Richard Mantle have gone about their devotional duties very impressively, but it 

is especially during the special time of Advent that Richard and his team are to be 

thanked for the beautiful seasonal and dramatic effect that we gazed upon as we 

observed the erect and twinkling Christmas trees beside the High Altar. 

Finally I wish to offer the very sincere thanks of the Churchwardens to everyone 

associated with St Wilfrid's for their support in so many ways. Let us hope this 

first edition of Network in 2010 will pave the way for many interesting articles 

and topics, to help inform and unite our valued community. 

May I wish you a very happy and peaceful year in 2010. 

Brian Thornley 

Churchwarden 

FROM THE EDITOR 

Network will be published quarterly over a trial period of this year and we hope 

that all aspects of our worshipping community will be represented in some way. If 

you wish to comment on this issue or even to contribute to a future issue of 

Network (the next will appear in April), I would be very interested in hearing from 

you. My email address is jonathanw11@btinternet.com  

Jonathan Wilson 

Editor 
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 DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 
Sun 31st January THE PRESENTATION OF OUR LORD (CANDLEMASS) 

Mass 8am 

Parish Mass 10am 

Choral Evensong and Benediction 6pm 

Wed 17th February ASH WEDNESDAY 

Sung Mass 7pm 

Sat 20th February Cell of our Lady of Walsingham meets: 

3.30pm Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament 

4pm Lenten Meditation of Our Lady 

led by Fr Paul Greenwell 

5pm Vespers and Benediction 

Sat 6th March Concert by Vocalis and Knaresborough Pro Musica 

7.30pm – See following article for details 

Sun 14th March MOTHERING SUNDAY 

Mass 8am 

Parish Mass and Parade 10am 

Thu 25th March FEAST OF THE ANNUNCIATION TO OUR LADY 

Mass 7pm 

Sun 28th March PALM SUNDAY 

Mass 8am 

Procession of Palms and Parish Mass 10am 

Liturgy of Reconciliation and Benediction 7pm 

Thu 1st April MAUNDAY THURSDAY 

Mass of the Last Supper 7pm 

Fri 2nd April GOOD FRIDAY 

Young Wilf's Good Friday Workshop 

Three Hours Devotion 12pm 

The Good Friday Liturgy 2pm 

Sat 3rd April HOLY SATURDAY 

Easter Vigil Mass 6pm 

Sun 4th April EASTER DAY 

Mass 8am 

Parish Mass 10am 

Choral Evensong 6pm 

  

In Lent:  

Tuesdays 8.30 Sung Compline 

Wednesdays 7pm Stations of the Cross followed by Mass 

 



ST WILFRID’S CHURCH, HARROGATE 

St Wilfrid‟s Church is Harrogate‟s only Grade 1 listed building.  Designed by 

Temple Moore, the building of the Nave and Baptistry started in 1904 and they 

were dedicated for use in 1908.  Elizabeth and Jean Trotter gave large sums of 

money and the Church in its entirety was completed in 1924 by Temple Moore‟s 

son-in-law, Leslie Moore. 

The main organ dates from 1928 and is by Harrison and Harrison.  Temple Moore 

actually designed a case for this organ but this was never built.  This organ was 

award a „Historic Organ certificate‟ by the British Institute of Organ Studies in 

1998.  

Despite a responsible and regular regime of maintenance over the past 100 years, 

we are now at a stage when key elements of the building are in need of 

refurbishment or replacement.  For instance work required to the roof will be a 

costly though necessary exercise.  We have drawn together an ambitious plan for 

the Church building which will replace the inefficient heating system, create new 

lighting, restore the floor, renew the seating and restore the organ.  St Wilfrid‟s is 

fundamentally a House of God, but we want everyone to look to the Church as a 

focus for the whole community, and this ambition underlies our development 

plan. 

We have set ourselves a fundraising target of £2 million and raising such a sum 

will need mega effort from everyone. It is our intention to put on both large and 

small fund-raising events as well as to request donations from those who wish to 

subscribe.  I am confident that when we all pull together there will be something 

that everyone can do to help!   

We are launching our Campaign on Saturday 6th March 2010 with a Concert of 

Choral and Orchestral 16th and 17th century baroque music, including works by 

Monteverdi, Pergolesi and Vivaldi, to be held in the Church at 7.30 pm.  

Harrogate‟s premier chamber choir, Vocalis, and Knaresborough Pro Musica 

present „The Italian Connection‟.  Tickets are £12 each to include a glass of wine 

and nibbles and the proceeds are to be shared equally between Saint Michael‟s 

Hospice and St Wilfrid‟s Restoration Fund.  Please book your tickets via Linda at 

the Parish Office 01423 504629, Peter Blayney 01423 505231, Jenny Macdonald-

Smith 01423 734871 or Pam Grant 01423 509971. 

Best wishes 

 

Pam Grant 

Chairman St Wilfrid’s Fundraising Group   

 



YOUNG WILFS 

Hello there and a Happy New Year to everyone! It is really good to be back and 

able to update everyone with the wonderful events that have been going on within 

the Young Wilfs over the last year.  

I am sure that everyone is aware of us leaving Church, usually during the introit 

and coming back for the offertory – unless our activities are taking longer than 

expected! Young Wilfs is open to anyone aged between 3 years and 11 years so 

please do come along and join our fun filled activities. 

Hopefully, everyone has been aware of our main events which have been the 

Good Friday workshop and our ever popular Nativity Play. 

I do hope that you did enjoy this year‟s Nativity play as much we did in the young 

peoples‟ acting skills! 

Looking forward to 2010, we shall be holding our ever popular Good Friday 

workshop during the morning of? Yes, you‟ve got it right it will be on Good 

Friday! Please do put this date in your diary and come along and join us. 

Also over the last year we have welcomed Nicky and Heidi onto our team, 

currently Sara is about to join us for 2010. 

If anyone else would like to join us please do speak with us and we will tell you 

all about the great fun we have! 

Christine 

Young Wilfs Co-ordinator 

 

On behalf of all readers of Network, I wish to thank all who took part in the 

Nativity for an excellent and most enjoyable performance at the Parish Mass on 

the Sunday before Christmas. 



 

23 Azerley Grove 

frjohn@btinternet.com 

 

 

In this article, having been asked to do so, I would like to begin to think about 

some principles and practicalities of liturgical worship and its importance for 

those of our tradition.  In order to do so, I will also need to touch upon some 

issues of ecclesiology – theology of the Church. 

First of all, let‟s get things into perspective and establish some particulars.  In 

Catholic liturgy, it‟s not the place which is significant, it‟s the action.  After all, we 

know that the Church is a people not a building.  Physical liturgical action is 

called “ceremonial” and verbal liturgical action is called “ritual”.  St Wilfrid‟s was 

designed and built as a setting for liturgical worship.  In itself, it is simply a 

beautiful building.  What takes place daily makes it a holy building as well.  It‟s 

the liturgy which makes the church and it‟s the liturgy which makes the Church. 

I was asked particularly to write about ceremonial actions in church and, but we 

first need to be aware of the general significance of the liturgy as a concept.  Let‟s 

be clear, though, that the sacred liturgy is not everything which happens in church. 

The Church‟s liturgical life – whether said or sung - is the eucharist, the other 

sacraments, the daily offices and “sacramentals”, such as funerals and other 

devotions.  These things are part of the universal Church‟s apostolic heritage and 

are at the core of our identity; they both form and inform our faith.  Other things 

we do in church, such as carol services, licensing services, civic services, services 

for particular organisations and groups, etc, are of a different order altogether, 

however high a quality.  These things we – or others - invent and adapt as local 

needs arise. 

Liturgy contains the essence of the Church‟s faith and missionary endeavour. 

Many assume that liturgy is for “church people”, but that is complete nonsense. If 

our worship is convoluted and specialist then that is because we have made it so, 

and that would be improper. Authentic liturgy communicates the faith deeply, 

clearly and without compromise. It is of the highest quality but it is simple.  

Liturgy is crucial to mission; without the sacred liturgy, there is nothing to be 

missionary about; the Church‟s timeless, Spirit-filled life is discarded. 

Unlike Judaism and Islam, for example, Catholic Christians are not primarily 

people of a book.  In our tradition, we think not in terms of “The Bible”, as a 

published volume, but of “the Scriptures” as written accounts of God‟s dealings 

with his people, produced and gathered under inspiration by his faith communities 

over centuries.  But this is only part of the story, for these writings belong to the 

faith community which produced them and which is prior to them. 

mailto:frjohn@btinternet.com


Catholic Christians are primarily defined as a living, literal community; the 

continuing apostolic community.  We witness to the risen Lord, into whose body 

we are formed, and in whose new life we share.  From the very beginning, our 

faith has been established, conveyed and proclaimed in worship.  This is why 

liturgy is so significant for those of our tradition.  The core elements of our 

liturgical worship link us directly to Christ and the Twelve Apostles; they contain 

the essence of our faith and regularly form us anew as disciples; the liturgy forms, 

defines and sustains the Church. 

The liturgy is to be the community‟s way of praying and believing together 

subsumed into our very beings.  Celebrating the liturgy is not simply reading 

aloud through an order of service.  In fact, we are unusual at St Wilfrid‟s in 

producing such a detailed pew sheet each week.  Most of the common parts in 

Catholic liturgy do not vary at all, and they are easily learnable for a good reason.  

We are encouraged to move together beyond the written texts to enter into their 

full spiritual meaning and into the action of the kingdom. 

We are people of liturgical action.  The liturgy is to define our buildings, not vice 

versa, and Christians don‟t necessarily need a building in which to worship.  

Anybody who has been to Walsingham will be aware of the huge outdoor masses 

which periodically take place there.  In a ship at sea, I have celebrated mass on the 

cluttered counter of an electrical workshop and on the top of a washbasin.  It was 

far less stressful than many altars I have used!  A lot of the paraphernalia is gone 

and only the essentials remain. 

In the ancient Church, Christians would gather for mass in secret underground 

catacombs, often celebrated on the tombs of their martyred brothers and sisters, 

whose blood was often still fresh on the ground beneath their feet.  This is the 

origin of placing the relics of saints inside altars.  Today, ceremonial actions 

become particularly crucial when priest and people are unable to celebrate 

sacramental worship in vestments or in a special space.  But always, actions speak 

as loudly as words. 

And so, to summarise, Christian liturgy is the means by which the local Christian 

community is formed – body, mind and spirit – into the faith and worship of the 

universal Church. 

The sacred liturgy which we have received is the property of the universal 



Church, under the same Lord, who is the same in all times and in all places, which 

is why we ought to observe certain basic common forms and content in its 

celebration.  Our clergy at St Wilfrid‟s are very committed to this.  We are only 

pastors and ministers in this particular community because we are firstly priests of 

the universal Church, to which we are ordained.  As such, we share in the 

responsibility of the Bishop to guard, defend and proclaim our ancient faith anew 

in this time and place. 

Having established some liturgical theory, it is time to do what I have been asked 

to do and move on to ceremonial/posture in church.  It will come as no surprise 

that the Church of England‟s formularies contain very little instruction in these 

areas, with the exceptions of kneeling and standing.  For the rest of our 

ceremonial, Anglo-Catholics have always looked to the wider practice of the 

Western Church, of which we claim to be an organic part. 

However, it‟s not a simple as that because today there are two traditions in Roman 

Catholic ceremonial, what are known as Pre and Post-Conciliar.  Before the 

Second Vatican Council of the 1960s, the Tridentine Rite was in use for mass and 

other worship in the entire RC world.  This is a system characterised by highly 

elaborate and complex ceremonial.  Though often very beautiful, in its fullness 

this is really too intricate to be actually useful.  Many Anglo-Catholic clergy and 

lay people continue to adhere to gestures and postures found in this rite, I suspect 

because they were formed in this and such things have become integral to their 

worshipping practice. 

However, the “Novus Ordo”, the liturgy which followed the Council, has far 

simpler ceremonial.   The intention with this was, in a nutshell, to permit the 

liturgical action greater clarity.  By trimming the excess, the central acts were re-

emphasised.  By doing fewer things well, the liturgy is allowed to speak more 

powerfully of its essence rather than be characterised by secondary or tertiary 

issues.  This is the theory.  At St Wilfrid‟s, there are people using both of these 

traditions, or a combination of the two, or none. 

I came to faith as an adult and the churches I became involved in were “modern 

rite”, or Vatican 2, in style.  In order to find out what to do and how to do it in 

church, I simply bought the book, read it and did it!  This is still my practice.  I 

don‟t choose the ceremonial I use in worship; I simply obey the current liturgical 

norms of the Western Church.  If and when they are changed, then my practice 

will change in accordance.   

The Novus Ordo is the only living authority for ceremonial in the Western 

Church, which is why I follow it.  This is not to say that other forms are wrong, 

but other forms are now so diversified and individualised as to be very little use as 

a model for a whole community.  These ceremonial norms for mass I describe 

below are of this current, modern rite and they are those used generally by all.  

Any other gestures and actions you might see people use are likely to be remnants 

of previous rites or personal devotions. 



We stand when the celebrant and any who attend him enter, in respect for he who 

takes the place of Christ in his gathered community.  Sometimes there will be a 

hymn sung during this, but it is not the hymn we stand for.  At the greetings, we 

make the sign of the cross with all right fingers together from forehead to chest 

centre, then left shoulder then right (and not back to the centre) to recall our 

baptism.  During the act of confession, at the word “fault”, we strike the breast 

with the right hand to “own” the act and to show personal sorrow for sins.  If the 

celebrant makes the sign of the cross when he declares absolution, then we also 

make it on ourselves.  The celebrant will in due course say or sing “Let us pray” 

and pause. 

Now, take note, this phrase “Let us pray” is not an invitation to sit down.  In 

silence, we are “collecting” our thoughts and intentions for the mass.  The 

celebrant prays this solemn opening collect then all sit for the readings.  If incense 

is to be used for the Gospel, then a psalm or hymn may be used to “cover” the 

preparations for this.  When the celebrant stands, all stand, for it is not the hymn 

we stand for but the Gospel, in which Christ is particularly honoured.  As the 

Gospel is announced, we make a small sign of the cross with the right thumb three 

times.  On the forehead to indicate we believe the Gospel, on the lips to show we 

respect it in our speech and on the chest because we take it to heart. 

If the Creed is used after the sermon, then we stand for this and remain standing 

for the intercessions, though many still prefer to kneel, and this combination of 

postures can prove tricky.  (At St Stephen‟s House, these problems were overcome 

by asking standers to locate more towards the edges of the space and kneelers 

more towards the centre.)  In any event, we should be standing when the celebrant 

shares the peace of Christ with his gathered community.  People may then share a 

sign of peace with those around them, bearing in mind that this is not time for a 

chat, and that this is not compulsory.  Not everybody comes to church in a good 

mood, although, all being well, we leave in a better frame of mind. 

We then sit for the offertory.  The offertory, by the way, is nothing to do with 

money, although a “collection” is often taken at this point.  The offertory is the 

preparation of the altar, when the celebrant receives and sets before the Father 

bread and wine to be used at the holy sacrifice.  During this time, a hymn is often 

sung to “cover” this preparation.  At a sung mass we all stand to be censed as 

God‟s holy people or, at a said mass, we stand when directly addressed by the 

celebrant “Pray, my brothers and sisters ...”. 

The eucharistic prayer progresses.  We tend to then remain standing up to 



Communion time although, strictly speaking, we should kneel after the Sanctus, 

stand for the Our Father, and kneel again after the Agnus Dei.  During the 

consecration, bells may be rung to signify the elevation of the host and then the 

chalice, when we are able to gaze upon the Saviour.  Many people choose to make 

the sign of the cross at these points, blessed as we are by the presence of Jesus 

shown among us.  At the end of the eucharistic prayer, the celebrant again raises 

the elements; this time not to “show” the Sacred Presence, but in a gesture of 

offering to the Father. 

When we approach to receive Holy Communion, the custom is to genuflect in 

adoration of the Divine Saviour present in his Holy Sacrament unless one is to 

receive kneeling, when this is unnecessary.  However, having received, further 

gestures of reverence are not appropriate for very obvious reasons!  I tend to make 

the sign of the cross before and after receiving as a personal devotion.  (I don‟t do 

so when celebrating, because this is not prescribed by the rite, and the priest at the 

altar is not to draw personal attention to himself.) 

After Communion, sitting or kneeling quietly are both correct until the celebrant 

announced “Let us pray” which is an invitation to stand and do so.  From this 

point on, all remaining standing until the celebrant has departed.  When there is a 

preamble to the blessing – e.g. “The peace of God which passes all understanding, 

keep ...” – we should bow slightly until the moment of blessing itself, when we 

straighten to make the sign of the cross upon ourselves.  This is because 

ceremonial gestures are never combined in the revised rites, in order to practice 

the simple beauty of Catholic liturgy. 

A few further general notes: 

Bows.  There are two kinds of bows in the modern rite:  from the neck and from 

the waist.  We use the former when the persons of the Holy Trinity are all named 

together; at the Holy Names of Jesus and Mary; to liturgical icons of the Lord 

such as the Gospel Book, the Paschal Candle; and to each other.  We use the 

deeper bow to reverence the altar (the one in use, not every one we pass); to 

honour the incarnation in the Nicene Creed; and to the Bishop‟s person, even if 

not the celebrant. 

Genuflection.  We genuflect to the Blessed Sacrament when we enter church or 

pass the place of Reservation; to honour the incarnation in the Nicene Creed at the 

feasts of Christ‟s Nativity and the Annunciation; and to the Cross on Holy Friday. 

Kneeling/Standing.  It‟s a fact that the only two postures used for prayer, in the 



Scriptures and in the whole Christian tradition, are standing and kneeling.  

Standing is generally preferred in the modern rite, because it better expresses the 

nature of the redeemed community, awaiting the coming Lord and his kingdom.  

Kneeling expresses penitence and humility, of course.  We may wish to kneel for 

private prayer and for the Bishop‟s personal blessing as he passes.  But sitting for 

prayer is not really appropriate, unless one is very young or very infirm, or caring 

for either of these. 

The Blessed Virgin in the liturgy.  I recently attended a licensing service at a 

nearby evangelical parish church, during which there was much talk of God but 

not a great deal about Jesus.  This is typical of that tradition prone, as it is, to a 

degree of Arianism, but that is a subject for another article.  In our tradition, we 

are Christ-centred.  It is only in Jesus, the Lord Incarnate, and as his community 

which has witnessed his glorious resurrection, that we truly know God.  Particular 

devotions to Our Lady, built into the liturgy, constantly draw us to Jesus her Son 

as God Incarnate.  They help us to be identified as his apostolic community, 

proclaiming him as the Lord, true God and true Man, whose kingdom is coming. 

The liturgical space. In theory, there are three fixed points which should never be 

moved, even when mass is not being celebrated.  The altar – signifying the one 

sacrifice of Christ, by means of which we are redeemed.  The ambo or lectern – 

signifying the particular centrality of the word of God written and his holy 

Gospel, proclaimed and preached.  The celebrant‟s chair – signifying the 

uniqueness of Christ the Lord, who presides over his gathered community.  This 

liturgical space set apart, similar to the whole church building itself, is an icon of 

our faith established in the world.  Unless there are large numbers of people 

around, busy with different things as before our main sung masses, we should 

observe proper silence in our sacred spaces before the liturgy.  Silence, take note, 

does not mean no noise; it means no conversational chit-chat and banter.  The 

time for this is after the liturgy. 

I hope some of this might be useful.  In the Church of England, of course, the vast 

majority of ceremonial acts are optional.  And we don‟t advise our brothers and 

sisters on church ceremonial unless we are extremely well-informed ourselves in 

liturgical theory and practice.  However, if we choose to play any game, then it‟s 

important to know the rules – even if it‟s just to know which ones to break and 

when! 

A little too much scrutiny of the minutiae and variations in local worship cannot 

really be too healthy a thing!  In all of this, it‟s worth bearing in mind that what 

we do in church is meant to be the easy part of being a Christian.  The formal 

structures of Catholic liturgy are intended simply to form us regularly in the faith 

at a deep level so that we, free within to the workings of the Spirit, may then 

proclaim that faith in our lives.  May God always bless us in our worship together. 

Fr John 

 



FRIENDS OF ST WILFRID’S 

 

There are over one hundred members of the Friends of St Wilfrid‟s, many of 

whom are regular members of the congregation but others have joined in order to 

offer their support to the church, even though they do not live in or around 

Harrogate.  The purpose of the Friends is to provide a means by which people 

near and far can have an involvement in the life of the church. 

The Friends have been active fundraisers over the years, and have provided many 

useful and decorative articles for the church.  You will be aware that annually the 

Friends produce and sell Christmas cards, which not only raise money but also 

make those who receive the cards aware of the existence and beauty of the church.  

Following feedback from visitors, the Friends have been asked to consider 

producing a range of postcards and other souvenirs of the church which would be 

available to purchase. 

Fellowship is as important as fundraising, and the Friends celebrated the Patronal 

Festival in 2009 in fine style.  After a celebration of the Eucharist, they enjoyed a 

splendid lunch followed by an entertaining and informative talk by The Revd 

Canon Paul Greenwell about the role and importance of music in the life of the 

church.   

If you are interested in becoming a Friend, please complete one of the forms 

available in church, or contact Christine Hopper (Treasurer) or Jane Gill 

(Secretary) via the church office. 

Jane Gill 

Secretary 



THE INTERREGNUM SO FAR 

Towards the end of April when I was about to succeed Shirley as churchwarden, 

one of our clergy indulged in a bit of gentle teasing by greeting me with 

comments such as „Do you know what you„re letting yourself in for?‟ and „Make 

sure that you enjoy your last couple of weeks of freedom‟! Little did either of us 

know at that stage that in less than two months the same person would be 

appointed to break the news to me that Fr Mark was to leave us during July to 

become Bishop of Horsham. This naturally came as quite a shock, especially as I 

had barely become acquainted with my ordinary official duties! At a stroke Brian 

and I had been presented with the big challenge, that of being responsible for the 

parish during an interregnum. 

Fortunately there were factors in our favour, namely four exceptionally willing 

clergy and also a large number of laity ready to offer assistance beyond their 

established roles. With the void created by Fr Mark‟s departure we had to ensure 

that St Wilfrid‟s could declare „business as usual‟, but at the same time not make it 

appear that we had no need of a new incumbent; and we also had to be mindful of 

the advice not to change anything important during the interregnum. 

The practicalities presented problems of a different kind. All the literature which 

describes the process of an incumbent‟s departure, ensuing interregnum, and 

arrival of a new incumbent speaks of what and how one should be planning 

„several months in advance‟ of it all happening. In our case there was no time for 

planning: Fr Mark‟s last service at St Wilfrid‟s took place on 19
th 

July and his 

service of consecration in Chichester Cathedral the following Saturday. 

Less than two weeks later the formal Notice of Vacancy arrived from the Diocese 

Secretary, which triggered a timetable of events prescribed by the Patronage 

(Benefices) Measure 1986. Work had to begin immediately on the preparation of 

the Form 34, commonly referred to as the Parish Profile, which sets out in full 

detail the conditions, needs, and traditions of the parish. The PCC met to discuss 

the rudiments of this document on 7
th September, at the so-called Section 11 

Meeting, and then again on 7
th October to agree its content and lay-out. The 

Assistant Area Dean and the Deanery Lay Chairman were present at both these 

meetings. The document was duly completed and worked into a readable narrative 

after many hours of hard work. The parish is greatly indebted to everybody who 

took part in many informal meetings, and especially to our highly skilled and 

extremely hard-working PCC Secretary Jacqueline Johnston who more or less 

allowed her life to be taken over by the project. Notwithstanding the daunting 

nature of putting a huge amount of information into a meaningful format, I think 

we feel that the undertaking has delivered some very worthwhile benefits as we 

discovered a lot about ourselves and our aspirations for the future along the way. 

On 5
th November, the PCC held the so-called Section 12 Meeting with Bishop 

John and the Archdeacon in attendance as well as the aforementioned 



representatives from the deanery. The agenda was to discuss the Form 34 both in 

general and in detail so that we could be sure of having said everything we wanted 

to say, given that this is what potential candidates would see by way of 

prospectus; and also to establish how the vacancy would be made public. It was 

agreed, as a result of our particular requirements, to go ahead directly with 

nationwide advertising in The Church Times on the 8
th and 15

th
 January; thereafter 

the deadline for applications would be 5
th February, with interviewing of a 

shortlist of candidates to take place on 5
th March. The PCC charged Richard 

Mantle and myself with the responsibility of representing the parish in the 

selection process; may God guide the right person in our direction and give us the 

skill to appoint him. 

Timothy Rhodes 

Churchwarden 

 

A PRÉCIS OF THE PCC MEETING HELD ON 9
th

 NOVEMBER 

ROOF REPAIRS: Mr Thornley reported that he would be meeting the architect 

soon to be advised on immediate work required, assess likely costs and to 

prioritise and schedule work that could be planned for repair over time. 

HOLY WATER STOUPS: There was agreement to go ahead with the original 

plans for the stoups as agreed at previous PCC meetings. Stonemason quotes for a 

holy water stoup at the North (Duchy Rd) entrance would now be sought. Funding 

for this project is available from The Friends.  

THE RECTORY: The Diocese was still looking to let the Rectory for a short 

term lease. 

THE FRIENDS: At the recent AGM, it was confirmed that Fr John will be 

Chairman until the new incumbent is in post. Mrs Gill was confirmed as the new 

Secretary. 

DEANERY SYNOD VACANCY: The vacancy as a result of Mrs Sowerby‟s 

departure was to be filled for the remainder of the term. People interested should 

contact Mr Laycock. 

FINANCE: Mr Harrison provided an income/expenditure report for the meeting. 

The general picture for income/expenditure was that to date income is running at 

£40K behind expenditure. Heating costs were a significant call on expenditure. 



The PCC agreed that action was required to try to bring spend in line with 

income. Also, it was agreed to plan for and launch a Stewardship Campaign in the 

New Year.    

NEDL UPDATE: Mr Rhodes updated the PCC on the current position. A faculty 

for the scheme was sought from the Diocese. There had been concerns from local 

residents raised and published in the local press. The proposals were subject to 

planning at Harrogate Borough Council.  

MISSION IN JENNYFIELD - UPDATE: Mrs Johnston provided the PCC with 

an update on progress. Negotiations were still taking place to secure a suitable 

venue. 

CHURCH ELECTRICS:  A recent survey had identified work required to the 

church electrics. Quotes for this work were being obtained. This work must go 

ahead to comply with the requirements for an up to date Electrical Certificate. 

COMMUNICATIONS:  The go ahead for a new style Parish Magazine was 

given and a New Year launch was planned. 

EDUCATION FROM THE PULPIT: The Church Wardens had been made 

aware of some questions amongst the congregation about the liturgy and different 

aspects of our worship. The Standing Committee had responded and the PCC 

agreed to plan for some education from the pulpit led by the clergy on aspects of 

the worship and liturgy and their significance.   

SERVING TEAM OUTING:  A trip was planned for the Sacristy Team to a 

performance of The Swanhunter. 

FIRE AND HEALTH AND SAFETY:  Mrs Morris reported that some people 

had come forward in response to the pew sheet request for First Aiders. More 

were still needed. 

Date of next PCC meeting:  Monday 18th January 2010 

Date of next Standing Committee Meeting: Monday 11th January 2010  

The serving team had a most enjoyable outing to Swanhunter, performed by 

Opera North on the last Sunday in November. Thank you to Richard for 

organising this. 

 

NEDL PROJECT UPDATE 

This is a copy of the statement read out at the Parish Mass concerning NEDL's 

planning application to build a primary substation on church land. 

I have prepared a statement to bring you up to date with important developments 

regarding the NEDL project. 

As you are aware the NEDL project is being managed by NEDL rather than by 

ourselves and they are the body who have to get approvals at the various stages of 



the process before it can go ahead. During the last week or so, Diocesan Advisory 

Committee has issued a Certificate of Approval for the project. English Heritage 

have also been a party to the discussions, and it is clear that the financial benefits 

to the church, helping to secure our future viability on the one hand, and the 

implications of building a primary substation on church land on the other hand, 

have been evaluated, and the conclusion is that they feel justified in giving their 

assent. 

In consequence of this NEDL are now in the process of applying to the Chancellor 

of the Diocese through the Archdeacon for the appropriate faculty. Considering 

that the Archdeacon has indicated her support for the project, we are optimistic 

that the faculty will be granted in due course. 

Contemporaneously with the submission of the application for the faculty we are 

obliged to display inside and outside the church copies of a notice advising the 

public that this faculty has been applied for, and it invites anybody who is against 

the granting of the faculty to put their case in writing to the Diocese by 11
th 

February.  

The biggest hurdle still to be negotiated resides in the planning department of the 

Harrogate Borough Council. On the one hand they have been aware of the need 

for a primary substation in this area and that a search for a suitable site has been 

going on for 9 years so they do have sympathy for the proposed location here at St 

Wilfrid‟s; but, on the other hand, they have also become aware over the last 

months that there is a significant amount of opposition to the project from the 

Duchy Residents Association and other action groups and, no doubt, from a 

number of individuals on personal grounds. 

The stance of St Wilfrid‟s is quite clear. At the PCC meeting which took place on 

19
th January 2009 the members voted by a majority of 18 to 1 in favour of the 

project. (For the record, there were three members of the PCC absent from that 

meeting.) 

Of course the financial benefit to the church if the project goes ahead is of 

enormous significance and I cannot stress too strongly how much in need of funds 

we are. If I tell you that we are in the early stages of a fund-raising campaign and 

that our target figure is £ 2 million, and that we would have no problem 

whatsoever in finding applications for this amount, with the roof, electrics, and 

the organ alone requiring close to half a million pounds spending on them, it will 

give you an idea of why we need so much. If the NEDL project goes ahead there 

would be a contract for the leasing of our land for a minimum of 60 years, and the 

amount of rent payable to St Wilfrid‟s would be an index-linked figure starting in 

excess of £ 35 k p.a.. This is equivalent to more than a third of our current normal 

income. With a great amount of uncertainty regarding our income streams from 

today onwards, it is very difficult to imagine how this kind of figure could be 

found elsewhere, and as you know our application to English Heritage for lottery 

funds was turned down towards the end of last year. 



St Wilfrid‟s was built at the beginning of the 20
th century for the purpose of, and I 

quote, accommodating the worship of a consciously catholic style in this area of 

Harrogate. For all of us here today, this is primarily a place of worship; it is the 

house of God. Those in opposition to the project, no doubt with important 

exceptions, are looking at the church as a monument, albeit a wonderful Grade 1 

listed building, and not for the treasured place of worship within, which is what it 

is for us. It is not as significant for them as it is for us that the church is 

maintained to a safe and acceptable standard. 

On behalf of the PCC, who are elected by you and are your representatives, I 

would like to express the hope that we can count on you for your support in this 

project. 

In addition to the public notice to which I have already referred there is now a 

new display of various documents at the back of the church, including statements 

of needs for and significance of the project, as well as a copy of the application 

for the faculty. Please feel free to come to look at these at your leisure at any time 

when the church is open. 

Finally I can also advise that there will be an open meeting in the near future 

which any interested persons will be welcome to attend. It will probably be in 

March and probably at the Cairn Hotel. The purpose of this meeting will be to 

present all the relevant implications and technical and practical issues which have 

been given a high profile in the press, and by other means, in the last few months.  

A further announcement will be made as soon as we get to know the date and 

venue of the meeting or as and when there is further important information to 

report. 

Timothy Rhodes 

Churchwarden 

On behalf of the PCC 

 

Vocalis and Knaresborough Pro Musica Present: 

The Italian Connection 

16th and 17th Century Baroque Music 
includes works by Monteverdi, Pergolesi and Vivaldi 

Saturday 6th March 2010, 7.30pm 
St Wilfrid’s Parish Church Harrogate 

Tickets £12. Please contact the Parish Office 504629, Peter Blayney 505231, 
Jenny Macdonald-Smith 734871 or Pam Grant 509971 for tickets. 

In aid of St Michael’s Hospice and St Wilfrid’s Restoration Fund 



MOTHERS' UNION NEWS 

 

The St Wilfrid's Branch of the Mothers' Union meets on the second Thursday of 

every month except August, at 7.30pm in the Parish Room. 

The title "Mothers' Union" may seem exclusive, but any baptised adult member of 

the Church of England may join the Mothers' Union, including men! Non-

members are always very welcome to come to any of our talks which they think 

they may find interesting.  There is no charge, although we do take a collection if 

the speaker is from a charity. 

As part of last year's programme, we were lucky enough to be invited to Ripon 

Cathedral, for a private tour and Mass by Canon Paul Greenwell.  At the 

beginning of next year's programme in September, twenty of us will be given a 

private tour of York Minster by their Chamberlain, who came to speak to us in 

November. 

Our speakers cover a wide variety of topics.  In December, we had two members 

of the Leeds group of Christians Against Poverty.  In February, we shall welcome 

a speaker from the Library Service, who will talk to us about the new Library in 

Harrogate, and in April we hope that many people will come, and bring their 

daughters if they wish, as a member of the local Community Police will talk to us 

about women's safety.  The dates and times of our meetings are always in the pew 

sheet. 

Our Branch is part of the Worldwide Mothers' Union, which currently has around 

3.6 million members.  If you have access to the Internet and would like to know 

more about them and the work of the Mothers' Union, the website address is: 

www.themothersunion.org 

Janet Thomas 

 

WALSINGHAM PILGRIMAGE 2010 

The parish pilgrimage to the Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham will take place 

over the weekend of the 22nd to 24th October. Please contact Richard Mantle (Cell 

Secretary) on 01423 815924 or rmantle21@aol.com for further information. 

 

http://www.themothersunion.org/
mailto:rmantle21@aol.com


ANGLO-CATHOLICS AND THE SEE OF PETER 

The following text is from a recent Pastoral Letter by the Bishop of Ebbsfleet. It 

addresses the issues of Christian Unity in the context of the recent publication of 

the Apostolic Constitution by the Vatican; a proposal which enables Christians of 

an Anglican tradition to enter into full communion with the See of Rome whilst 

retaining much of their Anglican Heritage. 

ANGLO-CATHOLIC is one of those labels which proves so tricky to define.  It 

nearly always gets changed to „high church‟ by the media, who mean by it people 

who like „smells and bells‟, „fancy‟ worship rather than „plain‟ worship.  The first 

people to use the term, however, the „Tractarians‟, were not especially interested 

in bells, and would certainly not have burned incense.  Back in 1838, the first use 

of the term in English, the emphasis was on the continuity of the Church of 

England with the Church of apostolic times.  The Church, the Tractarians said, 

was a divine society and not an instrument of the state. The ministry of the Church 

and her sacraments were holy, catholic, and apostolic.    

There was an early division among the Tractarians, what was called a „parting of 

friends‟.  Some, notably John Henry Newman, were led by their theological 

explorations to become Roman Catholics.  Others, notably John Keble and 

Edward Bouverie Pusey, took refuge in the „Branch Theory‟, the idea that Rome, 

Constantinople (the Orthodox), and Canterbury were all ancient churches, sharing 

the ministry of bishop, priest, and deacon, descended from the apostles, and the 

sacraments, ordained by Christ.  Tragically divided, in human terms, these 

„branches‟, the Anglo-Catholics said, were nonetheless branches of the One Vine, 

in a way that Methodists and Baptists, say, were not (because they have no 

bishops and a different view of sacraments). 

Throughout the twentieth century there was a continuing exploration of what it 

might take for the main „branches‟ to recognise one another.  Rome have talked to 

the Orthodox. Anglicans have talked to Rome, and to the Orthodox.  In addition 

there have been extensive dialogues and conversations with churches of the 

Reformation, what we tend to call „nonconformists‟.   Since 1966, when 

Archbishop Michael Ramsey and Pope Paul VI met in Rome, there has been 

particular enthusiasm for ARCIC – the Anglican Roman Catholic International 

Commission – and we were never more optimistic about reunion in the West than 

in 1982, when Pope John Paul II and Archbishop Robert Runcie knelt together to 

pray in Canterbury Cathedral.  In 1995 the Pope issued an Encyclical Letter, Ut 

Unum Sint („That they may all be one‟ [John 17]), inviting Christians separated 

from Rome to explain just what they required to change before they were re-

united with the Holy See. 

The latest initiative, Anglicanorum Coetibus, this year, is yet another invitation 

from the Holy See to Anglicans to return in groups.  Our day of prayer on 22nd 

February, the Chair of Peter, is our opportunity to think about this, in the company 

of Our Lord himself, and, where possible, with Roman Catholics.  It is not a day 



of decision but a day of prayer.   Though it is addressed to Anglicans in general, 

the particular focus of Anglicanorum Coetibus is, of course, Anglo-Catholics.   

We are the ones who have longed for the re-union of the Catholic Church.  We are 

the ones who, with candles, and devotions, and incense, and music, and prayers, 

and vestments have got as close as we can to Roman Catholic practice.  That‟s the 

„high church‟ bit.  More important, we are the ones who in matters of faith and 

morals – what we believe about the Gospel, the Creeds, the Ministry, and the 

Sacraments - and how we live – have always claimed to be „Catholic‟.  Do we 

mean it?  And, if we do, what do we do about it?  Individually and in groups.  

That‟s what we are saying our prayers about. 

May the prayers of Our Lady of Walsingham, St Therese and John Henry 

Newman assist us as we seek to discover and build unity in the Church of Jesus 

Christ. 

+ Andrew Ebbsfleet 

 

NEW BISHOP OF WHITBY 

We were pleased to welcome Fr Martin Warner, Canon Treasurer of St Paul's 

Cathedral and Master of the College of Guardians of the Holy House of 

Walsingham as our principal celebrant and preacher on our patronal festival. 

Fr Martin has recently been appointed as Bishop of Whitby in our neighbouring 

Diocese of York and will be consecrated in York Minster on January 26th. We 

certainly have been privileged to have two bishop-elects to celebrate Mass at St 

Wilfrid's in the same year; the other of course being Fr Mark. 

Please pray for Fr Martin as he takes on his new ministry, for the Diocese of York 

and for John Sentamu, Archbishop of York. 

 

CAN YOU HELP? 

Sarah Lester (age 21), a trainee Secondary English teacher from York University 

and a committed Christian, is shortly to be on a teaching practice placement in 

Harrogate She is looking for temporary accommodation in Harrogate over this 

period (between 25th January to 21st May). If you are able to help, please contact 

Sarah by email: sarahjlester@hotmail.com 

 

 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

John Addison who has regularly worshipped at St Wilfrid‟s since 1968 has 

recently moved to a new home. His address is: Room 6, Deighton Court, Thistle 

Hill Care Home, Thistle Hill, Knaresborough, HG5 8LS. 

mailto:sarahjlester@hotmail.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HUBERT SWAINSON 

FUNERAL SERVICES LTD 

 
39 Franklin Road, Harrogate 

Private Chapels, 

Distinctive personal arrangements. 

 
TEL: 01423 504571 ANYTIME 

MARY LANGLEY 

SCHOOL OF MOTORING 

Department of Transport Approved 

TEL: 01423 523156 

 
Grade 6 Instructor 

 
59 Knox Lane, Harrogate, HG1 3AW 

CHARTERED PHYSIOTHERAPIST 

 
Mrs Sally Roberts, BSc (Hons), MCSP 

Member of the Organisation of Chartered 

Physiotherapists in Private Practice. 

Greyfriars Physiotherapy Practice, 

Hill Foot Lane, Burn Bridge, Harrogate 

 
TEL: 01423 871419, FAX 873781 

 

ADVERTISING IN NETWORK 

 
To advertise, please contact the Parish Office 

on 01423 504629 for further information 



 FROM THE PARISH REGISTER 2009 
 

Holy Baptism 

February Amber Maria ABBOTT  

 Jessica Jayne BARKER 

 Ashleigh Frances FARRAR 

 William George FARRAR 

 Joe Andrew THOMPSON 

March Jeremy Leighton Elton COLLYER 

April Tyler John DAVIES 

 Matilda Grace EUSTACE-FORREST 

May Lola Linda-Rose WHYTE 

June Robert James HAYNES 

 Sophie Jane MAZZA 

July Charlie Christopher HARLAND 

 Ava Frances HAWKEY 

 Alexander Frederick KOTAR 

 Sophie Julia KOTAR 

 Isabelle Maria Mae VERE 

August Abigail Faith BLAND 

 Natalie May CARTER 

 Ashton Brad Leon FISHER 

 Brooklyn Harley Mark FISHER 

 Declan PEARSON 

 Corrina Monica PYETT 

 Morgan Kezia STONEY 

September Ava Lily MAWSON 

 Amelia Daisy SMITH 

 Imogen Hannah WILLETTS 

October  Harrison Archie Euan MORRELL 

November Nathan Ewan SHARMAN 

Holy Matrimony 

 

April David Alan THOMPSON 

     and Claire Louise MORRIS 

May James Charles COOPER 

     and Heather May WOOD 

 Fraser James Roland BARLEY 

     and Laura Suzanne ASHWORTH 

June Mike KELL 

     and Kate Elizabeth FREEMAN 

July  David Stephen Anthony SWALLOW 

     and Hannah Elizabeth TIDSWELL 

August Stephen Benjamin PARRY 

     and Thea Sarah EVANSON 

 Andrew Mark JONES 

     and Holly SOWDEN 

September Stuart Anthony INGHAM 

     and Rachael Lucy MARCHBANK-

   DENTON 

December Christopher Robert VASS 

     and Rebecca Clare BLACKMORE 

 

 

 

 

Bell Ringing at St Wilfrid's 

Sunday Service Ringing 9.30am to 10am 

Practice every Wednesday 7pm to 9pm 

Visitors and learners welcome at practices 

For more information please contact 

Mike Woodhall 501193 or Jonathan Wilson 566320 

 

 



 The Parish Church of Saint Wilfrid, Harrogate  
 

Mass/Prayer Intentions February 2010 
 

1.  Monday  Our Uniformed Groups G 

2.  Tuesday  Martyn, Bp of Beverley G 

3.  Wednesday  Healing G 

4.  Thursday  Baptisands G 

5.  Friday S Agatha Parish Schools R 

6.  Saturday S Paul Miki, etc Japanese Christians R 

7.  Sunday Sexagesima Our Parish G 

8.  Monday  Walsingham Priestsô Retreat 2010 G 

9.  Tuesday  Refugees G 

10.  Wednesday S Scholastica Family Life W 

11.  Thursday Our Lady of Lourdes NEDL Proposals W 

12.  Friday the Holy Cross  SSC R 

13.  Saturday of Our Lady  Servers & Ministers of HC W 

14.  Sunday Quinquagesima Our Parish G 

15.  Monday  Legal Professionals G 

16.  Tuesday  Our Choir & Musicians G 

17.  Wednesday Ash Wed Penitence V 

18.  Thursday  Farmers V 

19.  Friday   Parish Care Homes V 

20.  Saturday  Shrine OLW V 

21.  Sunday Lent 1 Our Parish V 

22.  Monday Chair of Peter The Church of England W 

23.  Tuesday S Polycarp Our Bishops R 

24.  Wednesday  HM Forces V 

25.  Thursday  Local Businesses V 

26.  Friday  Churches Together in Harrogate V 

27.  Saturday  Christian Unity V 

28.  Sunday Lent 2 Our Parish V 

 
Please take this list away with you for your diary and kind 

prayers 
 


